To :
The President Hage Geingob 			
The Ombudsman Adv. John Walters		
Judge- President Petrus Damaseb		 
Deputy – Judge President Hosea Angula	
Minister of Justice Sageus Shangala		
Labour Commissioner	Henri Kassen		 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We write to you from the largest branch of Unite the Union in its UK London & Eastern Region, with more than 4000 members. We represent campaigning and international voluntary sector groups such as Amnesty International, War on Want, Global Justice Now, Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, Crisis, Shelter etc.
We are writing in support of the manifestly legitimate demands of the Fishermen of Namibia.
· Their right to approach a competent Court of Law.
· Their inalienable right to a free and fair hearing as per Article 12 of the Namibian Constitution.
As you will know, the fishermen went on a legal strike on 26 October 2015 against the barbaric conditions under which they were compelled to work (such as 21-36 hour shifts without rest and sleep), the non-payment of overtime worked and the non-payment of their shift allowances.  
These fishermen were illegally dismissed en-masse despite the fact that they were allowed by Law to remain on strike until Health and Safety conditions were brought to legal standards by the companies.
We understand that the overseer of the Labour Law at sea was the government but despite numerous requests to the relevant authorities including the Ministry of Labour and the Office of the President they have refused to enforce the law.
For the past four years the fishermen tried to apply to the Labour Tribunal of the Labour Commissioner to resolve their grievances. They were denied the right to apply to a competent Tribunal or Court. The reason for this was that government officials, including from the Ministry of Labour, had shares in fishing companies. The fishermen then brought the matter to the Labour Court and Mr Justice Angula decided that the case must go to the High Court which had no jurisdiction to hear the matter. This meant that the fishermen were denied the right to bring their grievances to a competent Court of Law. Mr. Justice Angula was a director of the fishing company Oceanica which was dissolved when scandal broke in Namibia over directorships and shares in mining and fishing companies handed out by a notorious mercenary, Tony Buckingham.
We are writing to you to ask you to answer the Fishermen’s question to you “Do you associate yourself with this nullification of the law and the role of the Namibian Courts in upholding the law?” This is not the first time that the Fishermen have protested against the use of the Court as an instrument used to break the law rather than to uphold it.  Why do you not answer their just complaints? 
Since the strike, fishermen who could not care for their families due to loss of work have died from stress-related illnesses, trauma and suicides. Many of them have been driven into squalor. The reason they are suffering in this way is so individuals like Mr Justice Angula can earn millions in unlawful collaboration with fishing companies and through the squandering of Namibia’s fish resources.
We join the fishermen in calling on all workers’ organisations in the UK and internationally to support the Namibia Fisherman United Association (NFUA) in their struggle against injustice and for a Namibia where there is Rule Of Law for workers. 
Our branch will publicise as far and wide as possible within Unite the Union the terrible injustice that those supposed to uphold the law in Namibia are perpetrating against the Namibian fishermen – all in order to continue to profit from shares and involvement in the Namibian fishing industry.
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